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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: LAO PAROLE PROGRAM 

REFERENCE: A. STATE 303634 
B. BANGKOK 0126 

1 . PER REF A WE WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO REDUCE 
PRESSURE ON LAO NUMBERS BY URGING REFUGEES TO APPLY FOR RESETTLE- 
MENT IN THIRD COUNTRIES. ALSO AGREE WITH INFORMING LAO REFUGEES 
OF FAMILY SIZE RESTRICTION PER SUGGESTION PARA 3 (B). HOWEVER, 

THIS SHOULD AWAIT NEW CATEGORY I DEFINITION. 

2. WITH REGARD TO SUGGESTION PARA 3 (C) REF A THAT POSSIBILITY 
OF DESELECTING REFUGEES WITH APPROVED A NUMBERS TO FREE UP 
NUMBERS FOR MORE QUALIFIED REFUGEES BE CONSIDERED, EMBASSY 
PREFERS NOT TO DESELECT AT PRESENT TIME. ALL LAO REFUGEES 
WITH APPROVED NUMBERS HAVE BEEN THOROUGHLY SCREENED BY INS 
TEAM DURING LAST VISIT AND HAVE BEEN IN REFUGEE STATUS FOR A 
NUMBER OF MONTHS. WHILE POSSIBILITY THAT SOME OF THE MORE 
RECENT REFUGEE ARRIVALS FROM LAOS MAY HAVE HIGHER PRECEDENCE 
THAN SOME OF THE PREVIOUSLY SCREENED REFUGEES WHO HAVE ALREADY 
RECEIVED NUMBERS CANNOT BE DISCOUNTED, EMBASSY DESIRES TO 
ASSIGN NEW NUMBERS FROM LAO RESERVE TO THIS GROUP. AN INVENTORY 
OF NEW CASES IS NOW BEING CONDUCTED. UPON COMPLETION, EMBASSY 
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WILL INFORM DEPARTMENT OF THE AMOUNT OF NEW NUMBERS REQUIRED. 
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